











EZRA MILLSTEIN

UZHGOROD, UKRAINE — Poida Olga stands upstairs in her family’s house, which she is renovating thanks to a partnership between Habi-

tat and HOPE International that distributes microloans to families in the area, enabling them to make much-needed home renovations.

can find a mortgage loan, the interest rate is too high,
the length of the loan too short, and the fees too much
for such a loan to be affordable.”

In the Armivir province, families like the mayor’s
neighbor have lived for years in incomplete or inde-
cent houses because they can’t afford to save the cash
necessary to buy building materials all at one time.

Narine Avetissyan, of the Nor Armivir village, under-
stands perfectly the importance of housing credit. With
her teacher’s salary and her husband’s pension as a dis-
abled police officer, her family can comfortably afford a
home-improvement loan through Habitat’s partnerships.
The loan will enable her family to finally finish their half-
built house — before this winter’s bitter cold arrives.

“It is a blessing,” Narine said. As a mother and an
educator, she added, she is especially grateful for a
simple, warm home where her children’s health will be
safeguarded and where they can study in comfort.

Habitat ECA has signed a separate agreement to
work with another NGO to possibly offer small hous-
ing loans to families who earn even less than those the
Habitat-FMC-DIGH partnership targets.

“Everybody deserves a simple, decent place to
live, and these partnerships have the potential to help
many more low-income families throughout Armenia,”
said Lucija Popovska, Habitat ECA’'s program director.

o Also in observance of World Habitat Day, Habitat

for Humanity co-sponsored a conference in Budapest for
experts from around the world to discuss the best and
worst in recent social housing practices and philosophies
in Eastern and Central Europe.

»  Habitat Kyrgyzstan and the Open Society Institute
started the second phase of a joint project to renovate 12
homes where people with mental disabilities reside.

o Similarly, Habitat Romania implemented the Mental
Health Housing project in Timisoara in November. The proj-
ect will provide a housing unit for five clients of Pentru Voi, a
local NGO that supports people with mental disabilities.

o  Habitat Kyrgyzstan successfully hosted another
Women Build project in which female volunteers from
Italy, the United States, Turkey, France, Belgium and Hong
Kong worked one week to complete a half-built house for
the Balkibekov family.

«  Aspartof its effort to establish a national housing
policy that addresses adequate shelter for families who
need it, Habitat Poland collected thousands of e-signatures
on a petition it sent to the country’s prime minister.

«  Habitat Tajikistan and the Canadian International
Development Agency formed the Habitat Building and
Training Center to develop disaster-response strategies and
vocational training programs.

o  Throughout the year, major corporate partner-
ships were signed with ArcelorMittal, EDF Group and
Citigroup Foundation.
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PAHUACAN, MEXICO — A young girl laughs as volunteers help build her neighbor’s new Habitat house during the 2008 Lent
Build. Volunteers came from Mexico and other countries to help construct more than 20 houses during the 40 days of Lent.

Latin America and the Caribbean

Latin America and the Caribbean is the most urbanized
region in the world: 75 percent of the region’s population
resides in urban zones. Roughly one-third of these city
dwellers, however, endure inadequate housing conditions,
typically living in informal settlements.

These informal settlements exemplify the region’s grow-
ing housing deficit. While most families have roofs over their
heads, they lack durable housing, sufficient living space, and
access to drinking water and sanitation. Many settlements in
the region represent consecutive generations, and rarely do
these families legally own the land on which they live, leaving
the families vulnerable to forced evictions.

In addition to issues resulting from heavy urban migra-
tion, many communities in Latin America and the Carib-
bean also face increased susceptibility in the face of disasters,
political instability and the effects of a world economic crisis.
In 2008, Haiti was hit by four consecutive tropical storms and
hurricanes in the midst of a national food crisis and acute
political instability, illustrating the complex web of vulner-
abilities faced by many families in the region.

Housing solutions in Latin America
and the Caribbean

In 2008, Habitat for Humanity Latin America and the Carib-
bean (LAC) continued to focus on holistic solutions such as
incremental improvements, disaster response and financial
literacy. These solutions have expanded to include legal
literacy programs, urban recuperation, housing microfinance

solutions, increased training and technical support, access to
housing subsidies through government alliances, volunteer
education, and stronger advocacy initiatives through regional
housing networks.

Many projects also address health improvement, disas-
ter mitigation, vocational training and increased access to
infrastructure. In Honduras, the “Healthy Homes for the
Chorti” project provides housing improvements, complete
homes and health education; the combination significantly
decreases the risk of Chagas disease and respiratory illness in
a highly vulnerable community.

Another project, “Leveraging Government Subsidies for
Social Housing in Mexico,” aims to strengthen the institu-
tional capacity of Habitat Mexico through an intervention
model that allows Habitat to access government subsidies for
low-income families. Habitat provides technical assistance,
training, design and advice on the purchase of wholesale
materials, ensuring that the existing subsidies will provide
quality solutions for a greater number of families.

Habitat Argentina’s
plan includes urban recuperation, home improvements and
repairs, training, community development, public aware-
ness campaigns, and “joint-effort” partnerships that allow
families suffering from extreme poverty to attain improve-
ments through government housing subsidies. The program
addresses urban overcrowding with the goal of improving
the housing conditions of 774 families in the Buenos Aires
metropolitan area within the next four years.

Urban Solutions for Buenos Aires”
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Healthy homes in Varjada

The town of Varjada, Brazil, is primarily inhabited by
farmers and embroiderers, the two trades through
which most families in the community earn a living.
Almost half of its residents earn less than minimum
wage, and most are considered to be functionally
illiterate. It rains very seldom in this region, leaving
the soil dry and saline. Potential water sources, when
located, are often too salty for gardens, crops or hu-
man consumption.

In order to reduce poverty in the region, improve
the living conditions, hygiene and health of the Varjada
community — and improve the economic outlook of
each individual family — Habitat for Humanity Brazil
developed the “Healthy Homes in Varjada” project. The
project was developed in partnership with the Meth-
odist Church, State Bank (Caixa Econdmica Federal),
Citigroup, Jersey Overseas Aid Commission, Articula-
tion of Semi-Arid, Sabia Centre for Agro-Ecological
Development, and the Municipal Council of Passira.

The project replaces mud housing, which often
becomes infected with insects (such as the Triatoma,
or “kissing bug,” which is a transmitter of Chagas

Educating families

For more than three years, Habitat LAC has successfully
implemented a financial education program, now working in
13 countries throughout the region. Since 2005, the program
has trained more than 10,000 low-income families in topics
related to personal finances (4,000 of these families in 2008
alone), helping families to maintain their mortgages, save for
the future and invest in other areas of the economy.

In Argentina, Habitat also trained families in legal litera-
cy, covering the steps to the acquisition, legalization and pro-
tection of properties. Meanwhile, Habitat Chile’s Leadership
School provided local housing authorities the opportunity to
directly participate in the learning process of their communi-
ties. Classes emphasize savings and efficient administration
of resources with specified family-oriented plans for housing,
education, health and career development.

Educating supporters and volunteers

In 2007, Habitat LAC pioneered an educational series de-
signed for volunteers and other Habitat supporters. Educat-

disease), with concrete structures. Each housing solu-
tion also includes a practical rainwater cistern catch-
ment system that improves the community’s access

to potable water, waste disposal and basic sanitation.
Each family is trained to use and maintain the systems.
Training in construction and homeownership also en-
sures that individuals will be well versed in caring for
their homes, and equipped to continue improving their
housing situation autonomously.

During the dry season, it is nearly impossible to
cultivate crops without supplementary freshwater
sources. In addition to the cistern catchment system,
Habitat Brazil’s project also includes support for wom-
en to learn the traditional art of embroidery, a trade
that can generate income during the dry season when
harvest is scarce. Financial planning workshops teach
families to better manage their financial resources, to
budget and to plan for the future.

Brazil's Varjada project was awarded first place in
the fifth edition of the Caixa Best Practice Programme
(2007-2008), which recognizes programs that promote
improvements in quality of life through sustainability,
housing, local development, social inclusion and envi-
ronmental management.

ing Habitat supporters to understand the systems that affect
the livelihoods of the poor is key to developing long-term,
dedicated partners in our mission. The series helps Habitat
supporters to think through some of the complex issues that
affect the world’s poor, and to appreciate the creativity with
which the poor leverage their assets in order to survive.

The educational series of online courses, discussion
guides, videos and in-country activities was piloted with two
Global Village teams to El Salvador and Paraguay. The educa-
tional series will now be made available to all of LAC’s Global
Village participants and regional volunteers.

Latin America and the
Caribbean: 2008 highlights

»  Habitat LAC hosted the first international advocacy
conference in San Jose, Costa Rica, organized in collabora-
tion with Habitat'’s Government Relations and Advocacy
office in Washington, D.C. Fourteen national offices par-
ticipated. A multi-annual plan for 2008-2011, “Promotion
of the Cause, Defense of the Right to Adequate Housing
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and to the City, and the Political/Programmatic Influence,’
was later released, and nine national offices mapped out
advocacy initiatives between April and July of 2008.

+  InNovember, Habitat Guatemala hosted the construc-
tion of house No. 300,001 in Habitat for Humanity’s history.
The build included participation from Habitat El Salvador,
Honduras and Guatemala, partner families, volunteers

and Habitat for Humanity International. Construction

was made possible by a contribution by Habitat of Collier
County, Florida, where house No. 300,000 was celebrated.

+  The Gonaives Building and Training Center in Haiti
celebrated 63 graduates in 2008, 60 of whom found short-
term employment as a result of the program. Overall, 463
homes were repaired or built, and seven construction-
related small and micro-enterprises were trained in best
business-management practices.

o Habitat Chile and Habitat Guatemala conducted re-
search among specific target groups to design new housing
finance products. Chile’s study helped to determine how
best to design a government subsidy-based project, while
Guatemalas research led to the redesign of that country’s
home improvement lending program, better adjusted to
the needs, preferences and abilities of a lower-income
group than previously being served.

o Three microfinance institutions (MFIs) partnering
with Habitat have designed and launched new housing
microfinance programs. Two of these (in Nicaragua and
El Salvador) tie payments to home-improvement projects.
The third MFI, based in rural Costa Rica, has engaged
local masons and building suppliers to provide specially
tailored construction services and informational guides to
families improving their homes through the program.

»  In 2008, the “Rebuilding Auhya Pihni” post-disaster
reconstruction project began in Nicaragua, with plans to
continue through August 2011. The project assists a Miski-
to community severely affected by Hurricane Felix in late
2007, and provides a feasibility study, a public education
campaign and demonstration project, and an integrated
water and sanitation system for the community.

o Credivision, Habitat’s microfinance partner in Peru,
launched a program serving very poor families with small
loans, allowing them to access government subsidies to
build simple “starter” homes. Once built, these homes can
be expanded and improved with small, short-term, hous-

ing microfinance loans.

«  September brought regional participation in the
“General Assembly of Ministers and Maximum Authorities
of Housing and Urban Development in Latin America and
the Caribbean” (MINURVI), in El Salvador. The summit
resulted in a realistic proposal advocating for the incorpo-
ration of the right to adequate housing and the right to the
city into constitutional law throughout the region.

«  Habitat Ecuador’s project, “Voices of the Communities
on Housing,” was implemented through the alliance between
Habitat Ecuador and the Social Contract for Housing.! The
project detailed constitutional article proposals that referred
to housing, access to the city, water and participatory plan-
ning — all of which were presented to the Constitutional As-
sembly. In September of 2008, the new Ecuadorian Constitu-
tion was ratified, and the proposed articles incorporated.

»  Advocacy efforts in Bolivia contributed toward
significant constitutional changes that explicitly defend the
basic human right to adequate housing and to the city.

. In October, 12 of Habitat’s national offices celebrated
World Habitat Day through education, special events,
builds and local advocacy campaigns.

o Habitat Chile was awarded the International Or-
ganization for Standardization (ISO) award, recognizing
the following studies: funds received by Habitat partner
families, a preliminary study of the resource development
market, housing politics in Chile, housing needs in the
Metropolitan Region, and the systematization of technical
assistance with government subsidies.

o InJuly, Habitat Mexico was the first nonprofit organi-
zation to be identified among the “Top 50 Most Innovative
Companies” by Information Week Mexico, which judges
the success and innovation of projects, as well as their abil-
ity to overcome challenges. Ranking 33rd, above compa-
nies such as Volkswagen and Elektra, the status recognized
the “e-habitatmexico.org” project, which “technified” many
of Habitat Mexico's processes, thus improving service and
lowering operational costs.

«  In September, Habitat Guatemala was granted the Effie
Award in communication for their “Casa Propia” (My Own
House) campaign. The award highlighted a 6 percent in-
crease in donor support as a result of the campaign, as well
as a 9 percent increase in volunteer committee membership.

The Social Contract for Housing (SCH) group started in 2005, as an

advocacy mechanism for the reinstatement of the national housing subsidy
program in response to its elimination from the national Ecuadorian public
budget (2006) affecting an important sector of low-income population. The
CSV includes grassroots organizations, NGOs, research centers, micro-
finance institutions, private promoters of social housing and professionals.
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STEFFAN HACKER

NEW ORLEANS, LOUISIANA, USA — Volunteers’ hands raising a wall on a build site on the east side of New Orleans.

il

United States and Canada

United States

Turbulence in the United States” housing market eventually
revealed a full-scale economic crisis in 2008. According to
the State of the Nation’s Housing 2008, a report produced by
the Joint Center for Housing Studies at Harvard University:
“While falling home prices in many areas may have brought
some relief from affordability challenges in 2007, mortgage
interest-rate resets and rising energy costs have saddled
even more households with high housing costs. On top of
the longstanding challenge of affordability, more and more
households are losing their homes to foreclosure, putting
even more pressure on already stressed housing markets

Habitat for Humanity in the United States strives to
provide a counterbalance to the economic and housing ten-
sions negatively affecting the work of affiliates around the
country by leveraging significant programmatic and financial
resources on their behalf.

In fiscal year 2008, Habitat for Humanity International
(HFHI) transferred more than $130 million to U.S. affiliates
in support of their efforts to serve more families. HFHI grant
programs provide one avenue through which funds are chan-
neled to the field.

Almost $7 million was distributed to U.S. affiliates through
the Softwood Lumber grant program — created when HFHI
was awarded $100 million as part of a Softwood Lumber
agreement — as reimbursement for softwood-lumber building

1 The State of the Nation’s Housing 2008, Joint Center for Housing Studies,
Harvard University, pg. 27. Retrieved from http://www.jchs.harvard.edu/
son/index.htm

materials. An additional $4 million in sub-grants was distrib-
uted to affiliates for capacity-building efforts, as well as land
and infrastructure development from funds HFHI received
from the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development.

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans continues to be a strong
ally with Habitat for Humanity in domestic and international
work. The two principal programs of the Thrivent Builds with
Habitat for Humanity alliance — Thrivent Builds Homes and
Thrivent Builds Worldwide — have effectively joined together
the energy of Habitat affiliates, Lutherans, Thrivent Financial
members, partner families and other volunteers, which, in
calendar year 2008, resulted in the construction of 313 homes
in 42 US. states and 183 homes in other countries.

Late in 2007, Thrivent Builds Worldwide piloted a suc-
cessful Thrivent Builds Worldwide Community concept, con-
centrating additional funding and volunteer efforts to create
entire communities of Habitat homes in specific locations
where there was intense need for decent, affordable shelter
and Thrivent member interest in the area.

In response to the devastation of Hurricane Katrina,
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans committed $2.5 million to
Habitat for Humanity of the Mississippi Gulf Coast in calen-
dar year 2008 to build up to 40 homes in three cities along
the coast — 28 of which are on Thrivent Lane in the Long
Beach community. Five volunteer teams piloted an interna-
tional community site in Santa Ana, El Salvador, and because
of positive feedback, Thrivent Builds volunteers will build a
community of 75 homes there in 2009-2010.

In response to the challenges and opportunities pres-
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BIRMINGHAM, ALABAMA, USA — Voncile Swoopes receives the keys to her new Habitat house at a dedication ceremony on the last day
of Home Builders Blitz 2008. Ten houses were built in Birmingham; 263 homes were built in the U.S. during Home Builders Blitz 2008.

ent in today’s economic landscape, many U.S. affiliates are
diversifying their programmatic offerings. House rehabilita-
tions are taking on increased importance, as the opportunity
to redevelop foreclosed properties — properties that would
otherwise remain vacant for an extended period of time —
becomes a new reality.

HFHI has also launched a national repair program, “A
Brush With Kindness,” in partnership with Valspar. This
program mobilizes volunteers to provide such home-im-
provement services as painting, roofing and weatherization.
Starting next year, The Home Depot Foundation will begin
to make available its five-year $30 million gift to help U.S.
affiliates build more sustainable, energy-efficient homes. The
program is indicative of Habitat’s increasing focus on build-
ing sustainable homes.

Looking ahead, HFHI will be presented with new oppor-
tunities and challenges resulting from the current housing
and financial crisis. The U.S. government has passed several
economic development and stimulus packages that include
provisions for neighborhood stabilization and an increased
focus on service initiatives. HFHI's Government Relations
and Advocacy (GRA) office will lead our efforts in navigat-
ing how Habitat may be in a better position to serve families
through accessing some of these government programs.

United States: 2008 highlights

o The 24th Jimmy Carter Work Project took place in
Los Angeles in October 2007, and included the construction
of 30 houses and refurbishing of dozens of others. It was the
first Carter Project to be LEED-certified (Leadership in En-
ergy and Environmental Design) by the U.S. Green Building
Council. In addition to using environmentally sound
methods and materials, LEED-certified homes are cheaper
for families to maintain because energy costs are low.

o The25thJimmy & Rosalynn Carter Work Project,
which took place in the Gulf Coast region in May 2008, in-
volved thousands of volunteers who built new homes, reha-
bilitated 60 existing houses and framed 48 more at two main
host cities. As part of the project, additional houses were also
built and repaired by volunteers in Gulf Coast communities
throughout Louisiana, Mississippi, Texas and Alabama.

o Home Builders Blitz 2008 engaged approximately
1,000 building industry professionals and helped 110 Habi-
tat affiliates create 263 new homes across the United States.
Home Builders Blitz 2008, Habitat’s largest single house-
building event of the year, also brought affiliates together
with local builders, contractors and suppliers — helping to
establish relationships that will strengthen affiliates’ work
on an ongoing basis.

o More than 6,000 women volunteers helped serve
Habitat families through one-day builds at more than 150
Habitat worksites across the country. The effort was part
of the Women Build program’s inaugural National Women
Build Week, sponsored by Lowe’s in May 2008.

o More than 500 Habitat ReStores are in operation
throughout the United States. The Habitat-owned and op-
erated retail outlets sell quality used and surplus building
materials at discounted prices and are vital to U.S. affili-
ates’ work, especially in difficult economic times. Proceeds
from ReStores help local affiliates fund the construction of
Habitat houses within their communities.

o HFHI worked with five affiliates in the Gulf Zone
region on the first New Market Tax Credits (NMTC) allo-
cation received in October 2007. After successfully closing
the $25 million transaction, HFHI will be applying for a
nationwide NMTC in 2009.

o InJune 2008, at the Habitat on the Hill legislative and
advocacy conference in Washington, D.C., advocates from
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The support of corporate partners

Individual donors will always remain key to Habitat's
ability to serve families. Of course, to engage even more
families in need, Habitat for Humanity International al-
ways seeks out additional funding partnerships. Thankful-
ly, the generosity of Habitat's corporate partners contin-
ues to play a critical role in support of Habitat's mission.

By the end of 2008, Thrivent Financial for Luther-
ans engaged more than 135,000 of its members to
help build 1,600 Habitat for Humanity houses world-
wide, and has committed $125 million through the
Thrivent Builds alliance.

Since 1999, Whirlpool brand has donated nearly
90,000 ranges and ENERGY STAR® qualified refrigera-
tors to Habitat for Humanity homes in North America.
The company plans to help support every new Habitat
home built globally by 2011, either through product
donations, cash or home sponsorship.

As national paint partner, Valspar has supported
Habitat for Humanity since 2002, and is contributing
$37 million in paint and cash to Habitat organiza-
tions by 2012. In addition, Valspar is the driving force
behind Habitat’s “A Brush with Kindness” revitalization
program that transforms neighborhoods by painting
home exteriors, landscaping and providing minor
repairs, a task difficult for low-income, disabled and
senior homeowners to accomplish on their own.

The Home Depot Foundation is helping Habitat for
Humanity build energy-efficient and sustainable houses
through the “Partners in Sustainable Building” initia-
tive.The 2008 pilot project funded 96 Habitat properties
at nine affiliates, and successfully challenged affiliates
to move forward in the construction of energy-efficient
homes. By providing $30 million over the next five
years in financial aid, in-kind support, technical re-
sources and training, The Home Depot Foundation will

Habitat affiliates and Habitat for Humanity International
staff met with 350 members of Congress or their staffs to
seek support for housing issues. More than 130 representa-
tives from Habitat affiliates attended Habitat on the Hill.
HFHI provided advocacy training to 36 affiliates, 14 state
support organizations and 17 campus chapters.

o  Habitat for Humanity was ranked No. 14 on the list

establish a foundation of green building standards that
will help Habitat for many years.

Since 2000, Citi Foundation has helped Habitat for
Humanity make simple, decent and affordable hom-
eownership possible for families by providing more
than $29 million in funding and grant allocations. Citi
employees have contributed more than 176,000 volun-
teer hours resulting in the construction of more than
350 homes in the United States and an additional 180
build projects in 40 countries around the globe.

Bank of America has donated more than 150,000
volunteer associate hours and more than $20 million
to help build more than 160 houses across the United
States and 100 houses in Mexico since 2002.

Lowe’s is a national partner of Habitat and un-
derwriter of the Women Build program. Lowe’s new
commitment to Habitat, through 2013, will bring the
company’s total Habitat contributions since 2003 to
nearly $40 million. Through grant programs, project
funding, how-to clinics and contributing to Habitat’s
Asian tsunami and U.S. Gulf Coast recovery efforts,
this partnership has been helping Habitat affiliates in
every state and areas of great need since 1996.

One of Habitat for Humanity’s longest-running
supporters, The Dow Chemical Company has donated
more than $11 million in gifts-in-kind products and
grants to help build nearly 200 houses in 14 countries
around the world.

Schneider Electric provides electrical distribu-
tion equipment for every Habitat house in the United
States. In addition, Schneider Electric has helped build
houses as part of Habitat’s Gulf Coast recovery effort
and other building initiatives.

Yale, an ASSA ABLOY Group brand, has provided
nearly 375,000 locksets, valued at more than $10 mil-
lion, to Habitat for Humanity houses across the United
States since 2001.

of largest U.S. homebuilders by “Builder Magazine” Addi-
tionally, Habitat for Humanity was ranked the 14th-largest
nonprofit organization by the “Chronicle of Philanthropy”
«  HFHI s rapidly becoming recognized as a sustainable
building leader in the affordable housing arena, and in 2008
received the U.S. Green Building Council’s “Outstanding Pro-
gram Contribution” award in the affordable housing category.
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Canada

As a nation, Canada has enjoyed a reputation as one of the
best places in the world to live. Repeatedly, the United Na-
tions Human Development Index has ranked Canada among
the top 10 countries in the world — a place where citizens
can expect to lead a long and healthy life and have access to
the resources required to maximize their full potential and
realize a decent standard of living.

Yet, in stark contrast to this status, Canada continues to
struggle against a national housing crisis characterized by
homelessness, substandard housing conditions, an aging so-
cial-housing stock, high energy costs and a persistent gap be-
tween the average cost of entry-level housing and the median
income. In recent years, the United Nations has described
the state of homelessness and inadequate housing in Canada
as “a national emergency”” This characterization is based, in
part, on the observation that Canada is still lacking a cohe-
sive national housing and poverty strategy despite the fact
that four million Canadians now live in poverty. The dispar-
ity, created by a great deal of wealth coexisting alongside high
levels of poverty, is most acute in Canada’s urban centers and
amongst the more vulnerable groups of the population which
include women, immigrants and Aboriginal peoples.

Capacity building

In an environment where an unacceptable number of Cana-
dians are having to choose between paying for shelter and
paying for other necessities of life such as food and child
care, Habitat for Humanity Canada sees affordable hom-
eownership as a means to a better life — one where people
are enabled to realize their full potential. Whether working
with families, community partners or its national associa-
tion of affiliates, a strategic focus on building capacity and
self-sufficiency is enabling Habitat Canada to extend both the
reach and impact of its core program.

Habitat Canada has focused significant attention on
building upon the success of 58 ReStores across the coun-
try. An important contributor to affiliate health and self-
sufficiency, the operation of a ReStore provides a predictable

Building sustainable communities:
Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg

Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg has already begun
installing underground services on the first 12 units
of a new 34-home sustainable housing development
that, once completed, will become Canada’s greenest
affordable housing development. The homes will be
built to both the Manitoba Hydro Power Smart Gold
Standard and the Leadership in Energy and Environ-
mental (LEED) Green Building Rating System. This will
be Habitat Winnipeg's largest initiative to date.
Confident that energy-efficient homes make hom-
eownership more affordable for low-income families,
Habitat estimated that building these homes to a higher
environmental standard means homeowners’ heating
bills will be one-third lower than homes that have been
built to meet the current new-home building code.
Adjusting only a few of their current construction
methods, Winnipeg’s Habitat affiliate expects to achieve
either accreditation under the LEED program. A blue-
ribbon panel of experts is advising the affiliate along

revenue stream and a tangible way for community members
to engage with Habitat.

In 2008, with the launch of our national ReStore services
program, Habitat Canada provided tools, training, systems and
funds to strengthen the ReStore network. Partners such as The
Home Depot Canada and the Ontario Trillium Foundation have
provided grants directed at enhancing the impact of ReStore op-
erations. Donated product alone increased by 100 percent over
2007, and improved distribution methods have enabled more
ReStores to gain access to revenue-generating product.

In partnership with the Canadian International Devel-
opment Agency, Habitat Canada is engaged in a number of
international projects that include, but go well beyond, the
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the way as they execute a host of strategies including:

¢ |nsulating basements using locally manufactured
concrete forms.

e Reorienting roofs to maximize utilization of
winter sunlight.

e Situating rain barrels to capture rainwater for veg-
etation irrigation.

¢ Planting trees and shrubs that require less water.

e Capturing “grey water” before it leaves the house
and using it to heat hot water.

“Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg believes that
sustainable home building is beneficial not only to our
Habitat homeowners, but the community as a whole,”
said Sandy Hopkins, Habitat Winnipeg'’s chief executive
officer. “We source local goods and services as much
as possible in order to reduce our carbon footprint
and to support our local economy. We want to show
the country that sustainable building makes sense for
every city, every community and every family. The re-
alities of the economic downturn only strengthen our
resolve to build to the highest ‘green’ standards.”

construction of simple, decent homes. Habitat Canada proj-
ects in Pakistan, Nepal, Lesotho and Tajikistan are develop-
ing local skills and building the capacity of people to become
independent, gain stability and security, and thrive in their
own communities and economies.

In Pakistan, this work includes providing training and
support for earthquake-affected households to aid them in
the strengthening and reconstruction of their permanent
housing. Training local masons and builders on proper
earthquake-resistant construction techniques is another
element of this initiative that is helping locals improve the

physical security, health and well-being of their communities.

Canada: 2008 highlights

o Global Village Canada: 3,000 Canadians have gone
on a Global Village trip through Habitat Canada since
the inception of the program, including nearly 1,400
volunteers in 2008.

o The newly established Aboriginal Housing Program
secured its first major gift. With funding originating

from the federal government, the province of Manitoba is
providing $1 million to Habitat for Humanity Winnipeg in
support of its work with the Winnipeg Métis Association.
Ten homes will be constructed over a two-year period un-
der this unique program that will provide homeownership
opportunities for 10 Métis families — providing secure
tenure for them and reinvesting mortgage payments into
future homes for the Métis community.

»  Habitat Canada was selected by the Canadian Urban
Institute as the winner of the 2008 Urban Leadership
Award in the “City Renewal” category. The Urban Leader-
ship Awards celebrate individuals and organizations that
have made a profound and lasting impact on the public
realm through public participation and transformation of
the urban landscape.

o Introduction of the Great-West Life, London Life,
and Canada Life National Award for Leadership in Sus-
tainable and Affordable Home Building. This new award
recognizes an individual who has shown a commitment
to sustainable and affordable home construction in their
community. The winner will be awarded a $25,000 grant
that they can direct to the Habitat affiliate of their choice
to support the construction of sustainable and affordable
homes in their community.

+  Rio Tinto Alcan Sustainable Homes program: Each
year, Rio Tinto Alcan provides funding to affiliates through
a program that awards up to $200,000 to affiliates who
employ safer and more sustainable building practices.

o The second annual Genworth Financial “Meaning of
Home Contest,” a national writing contest for students in
grades four through six, was successful in generating thou-
sands of entries from young Canadians. The winning sixth-
grade student directed a $60,000 grant from Genworth to
Habitat for Humanity Sudbury in northern Ontario.
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World map

Habitat for Humanity operates worldwide through area
offices in five distinct regions, and Habitat has an active
presence in each of the countries noted here.

United States
and Canada
Canada; all 50
states in the U.S,;
the District of
Columbia; Puerto
Rico; Guam;
Bermuda; U.S.
Virgin Islands.

Latin America and
the Caribbean

Argentina Guyana
Belize Haiti
Bolivia Honduras
Brazil Mexico
Chile Nicaragua
Colombia Panama
Costa Rica Paraguay
Dominican Peru

Republic Suriname
Ecuador Trinidad and
El Salvador Tobago
Guatemala
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M Europe and Central Asia

Armenia Great Britain Northern Ireland ~ Russia
Bulgaria Hungary Poland Slovakia
France Kyrgyzstan Portugal Switzerland
Germany Macedonia Republic of Tajikistan
Netherlands Ireland Turkey
Romania Ukraine

Al ——

S~

N~ M Asia and the Pacific

Afghanistan Myanmar
Australia Nepal
Bangladesh New Zealand
Cambodia Pakistan
China Papua New
Fiji Guinea
India Philippines
Indonesia Singapore
Japan Solomon Islands
Laos South Korea
" Malaysia Sri Lanka

Thailand
Timor-Leste

Mongolia

B Africa and the
Middle East

Vietnam

Angola Lebanon .
Botswana Lesotho . )
Burundi Madagascar °
Cameroon Malawi
Democratic Repub- Mozambique
lic of Congo Nigeria
Egypt Senegal
Ethiopia South Africa
Ghana Tanzania
Cote d’Ivoire Uganda
Jordan Zambia
Kenya
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Habitat for Humanity

(July 2007 — June 30, 2008)

International statistics: FY2008

Innovative approaches — paired with responses to a num-
ber of disasters last year, particularly in Asia and the Pacific
— once again resulted in an increase in the number of new
houses, rehabs and repairs that helped thousands of Habitat
partner families to improve their housing in FY08. The total
of 55,422 represents a 13 percent increase over last fiscal year.
Disaster-response projects produced more than 10,500

housing interventions — almost 20 percent of the total. In
addition to the more than 3,500 housing solutions for the
continued effort to help families affected by the Asian tsu-
nami of 2004, Habitat responded to disasters in Bangladesh,
Cambodia, China, Nepal, Pakistan and the Philippines, for
an additional 5,500 disaster-response interventions in the
Asia and Pacific region alone.

Global trend: Five-year annual numbers by area

60,000 —
50,000 —
40,000 —
30,000 —
20,000 +—
10000
FYo4
FY04
AME 4,404
AP 5,086
ECA 168
LAC 6,805
U.S./Canada 5,583
Total 22,046

Please note that due to late revisions, the final U.S./Canada statistics differ slightly from pre-

FYO05 FY06

FYO05
4,505
7,760
304
6,958
5,699
25,226

FY07

FY06
4,727
12,379
669
6,738
6,108
30,621

U.S./Canada
LA/C
. ECA
. A/P
. A/ME
FY08
FY08
5,483 7,714
24,507 24,332
1,302 1,856
10,628 15,390
7,119 6,130
49,039 55,422

liminary numbers presented in Habitat for Humanity International’s FY2008 Annual Report.
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Area totals and house sponsorship costs

The following tables contain statistics for each area by coun-
try. In addition, sponsorship costs are indicated for January
through December 2008. House sponsorships are calculated
annually, based on expenses from the previous year and cost
projections for the next year.

The “new house” or “rehab” sponsorship represents the
average cost of completing a new house (one that will not
require incremental additions) and includes all program
administrative expenses associated with producing a full,
complete house by the national entity, plus 10.4 percent, the

amount identified by Habitat for Humanity International for
Indirect Cost Recovery.

The “incremental” housing solution represents the aver-
age cost of providing an incremental housing solution (for
example: core house, home improvement, a microfinance
housing loan or “Building in Stages”) and includes all pro-
gram and administrative expenses associated with providing
a family with an incremental housing solution, plus the 10.4
percent identified by Habitat for Humanity International for
Indirect Cost Recovery.

Africa and the Middle East I

FY08 FY08 FYO08 Rehabs/ FYO08 Repairs/  Funds Raised within

Total New Additions other Country Borders New House Incremental
Angola 204 0 204 0 n/a n/a n/a
Botswana 208 76 108 24 $106,067 $4,180 $1,040
Cameroon 108 59 49 $39,906 $3,430 $1,630
Cote d’lvoire 221 221 0 $32,197 $1,830 n/a
Democratic
Republic of 7 0 7 0 $63 n/a n/a
Congo
Egypt 2,445 400 1,553 492 $219,035 n/a $1,080
Ethiopia 380 250 0 130 $165,962 $2,660 n/a
Ghana 600 348 251 1 $380,742 $2,850 n/a
Jordan 109 65 23 21 $68,497 $10,140 n/a
Kenya 359 208 45 106 $67,097 $3,410 n/a
Lebanon 857 0 0 857 $1,190 n/a $5,630
Lesotho 70 65 5 0 $208,416 $5,410 n/a
Madagascar 235 222 8 5 $106,213 $2,040 $1,410
Malawi 494 174 0 320 $92,865 $1,620 $570
Mozambique 286 286 0 0 $68,897 $1,410 n/a
Nigeria 0 0 0 0 $89,272 $8,210 $1,000
Senegal 101 26 75 0 $260 $8,970 $2,780
South Africa 378 378 0 0 $1,345,470 $12,600 n/a
Tanzania 88 82 6 0 $17,436 n/a $1,250
Uganda 264 163 101 0 $120,585 $2,360 $1,040
Zambia 300 205 95 0 $559,870 $2,790 $2,190
Totals 7,714 3,228 2,530 1,956 $3,690,040
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FYO08 FY0O8 FY08 Rehabs/ FY08 Repairs/ Funds Raised within

Total New Additions other Country Borders New House Incremental
Afghanistan 31 31 0 0 0 2,380 n/a
Australia 13 11 0 2 $3,096,672 121,900 n/a
Bangladesh 649 619 30 0 $99,632 1,340 n/a
Cambodia 206 87 52 67 $274 3,000 1,163
China 257 243 0 14 0 5,800 1,500
Fiji 10 10 0 0 $106,605 10,440 3,050
Hong Kong 179 0 0 179 $533,312 n/a n/a
India 5,572 3,333 183 2,056 $277,981 3,390 1,356
Indonesia 1,283 903 346 34 $757,441 3,270 1,640
Japan $675,952 n/a n/a
Laos 23 0 0 23 n/a n/a 800
Malaysia 6 6 0 $23,819 9,940 5,610
Mongolia 348 286 62 0 $16,709 5,250 1,660
Myanmar 0 0 0 n/a n/a n/a
Nepal 1,721 1,063 0 658 $7,812 n/a 590
New Zealand 20 17 2 1 $1,998,846 125,000 35,000
Pakistan 4,569 125 0 4,444 n/a n/a 710
giri’::aNeW 2 2 0 0 $5,091 8,590 n/a
Philippines 4,355 928 303 3,124 $3,730,966 3,920 740
Singapore 169 0 0 169 $1,469,275 n/a n/a
zcl)al](r)]r;son 123 0 0 123 n/a n/a n/a
South Korea 228 52 8 168 $6,509,642 76,410 4,060
Sri Lanka 1,432 1,158 274 0 $1,459,483 3,304 846
(TE'Z’S‘:;ILS?S 0 0 0 0 $16,600 n/a 1,250
Thailand 1,438 591 667 180 $550,611 4,560 1,440
Vietnam 1,698 17 0 1,681 $57,182 4,500 700
Totals 24,332 9,482 1,927 12,923 $21,393,905
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Europe and Central Asia _

Armenia
Bulgaria
Germany
Great Britain
Hungary
Kyrgyzstan
Macedonia

Netherlands
(fundraising)

Northern
Ireland

Poland
Portugal

Republic of
Ireland

Romania

Russian
Federation

Slovakia
Tajikistan
Turkey
Ukraine
Totals

FYO08 FY0O8 FYO08 Rehabs/ FY08 Repairs/ Funds Raised within
Total New Additions Other Country Borders New House Incremental
67 41 26 0 $222,747 $13,120 $3,810
2 $15,638 n/a $3,090
0 $248,172 n/a n/a
0 $4,477,451 $298,640 n/a
55 1 49 $101,000 $61,400 $3,830
462 25 81 356 $145,000 $17,100 $2,170
180 2 159 19 $69,000 $41,390 $4,130
0 0 0 0 $2,808,595 n/a n/a
14 14 0 0 $496,975 $301,440 n/a
84 13 33 38 $271,706 $56,290 $2,870
1 1 0 0 $28,095 n/a $18,920
2 0 2 0 $2,640,967 $306,240 $70,780
300 56 89 155 $979,167 $27,470 $4,590
10 0 0 10 $24,908 $22,470 $2,430
153 0 0 153 n/a n/a $2,340
524 40 327 157 $80,000 $9,630 $520
0 0 0 0 n/a n/a n/a
0 0 0 0 n/a n/a n/a
1,856 199 718 939 $12,609,421
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Latin America and the Caribbean _

FY08 FY08 FYO08 Rehabs/ FYO08 Repairs/ Funds Raised within

Total New Additions Other Country Borders New House Incremental
Argentina 61 22 4 35 $0 $16,890 $1,790
Belize 6 0 0 6 $901 n/a n/a
Bolivia 905 340 434 131 $208,126 $10,390 $4,040
Brazil 770 237 143 390 $440,175 $8,550 $120
Chile 2,495 180 729 1,586 $6,203 $8,320 $4,600
Colombia 362 170 164 28 $3,746 $5,610 $1,670
Costa Rica 258 116 41 101 $41,708 $5,420 $2,320
g:&igli;a” 366 25 307 34 $89,346 n/a n/a
Ecuador 104 82 3 19 $159,590 n/a n/a
El Salvador 887 610 277 0 $187,656 $7,110 $1,830
Guatemala 2,899 2,099 376 424 $759,431 $4,760 $1,900
Guyana 25 16 0 9 $38,730 n/a n/a
Haiti 595 152 50 393 $13,548 $7,100 $3,310
Honduras 820 427 393 0 $105,882 $4,420 n/a
Mexico 3,954 831 695 2,428 $755,322 $5,700 $1,990
Nicaragua 280 280 0 0 $30,050 $7,880 n/a
Panama 78 39 39 0 $227,060 n/a n/a
Paraguay 216 62 153 1 $31,767 $6,340 $3,420
r:ar:']tnership) 243 0 243 0 $- n/a n/a
Suriname 36 1 0 35 $- n/a n/a
ES;‘;? & 30 30 0 0 $241,202 n/a n/a
Totals 15,390 5,719 4,051 5,620 $3,340,443
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United States and Canada

FY08Total FY08 New FY08 Rehab FY08 Repairs Tithe International Sponsorships
Canada 144 144 - - 279,080 275
United States 5,986 4,838 621 527 15,700,000 3,740
Total 6,130 4,982 621 527 15,979,080 4,015

*Note: Due to late revisions totals differ from preliminary numbers in the annual report.

U.S.Top 25 tithing and producing affiliates

(by number of total worldwide sponsorships*)

Domestic Int Home Total Worldwide
Rank  Affilaite Name State Builds FY08Tithe  Sponsorships Sponsorships
1 Jacksonville, HFH of FL 96 $496,132 118.1 214.1
2 Collier County, HFH of FL 111 $337,500 80.4 191.4
3 Charlotte, HFH of NC 61 $369,453 88.0 149.0
4 Indian River County HFH FL 30 $439,088 104.5 134.5
5 Mississippi Gulf Coast, HFH of MS 129 $0 0.0 129.0
6 Houston HFH TX 110 $24,500 5.8 115.8
7 Twin Cities HFH MN 50 $264,000 62.9 112.9
8 Lee County HFH FL 90 $75,889 18.1 108.1
9 Dallas Area HFH X 79 $103,000 24.5 103.5
10 Atlanta HFH GA 65 $138,310 32.9 97.9
N Milwaukee HFH WI 24 $304,102 72.4 96.4
12 Pensacola HFH FL 79 $23,031 5.5 84.5
13 Valley of the Sun, HFH of AZ 36 $191,285 45.5 81.5
14 Charlotte County HFH FL 26 $225,667 53.7 79.7
15 New Orleans Area HFH LA 63 $63,505 15.1 78.1
16 Birmingham HFH, Greater AL 62 $42,000 10.0 72.0
17 Metro Jackson, HFH MS 61 $44,000 10.5 71.5
18 Metro Denver, HFH of CO 33 $144,536 344 67.4
19 Nashville Area HFH TN 46 $87,996 21.0 67.0
20 Our Towns of Lake Norman HFH NC 15 $215,146 51.2 66.2
21 St. Tammany West, HFH LA 42 $64,307 15.3 57.3
22 East St. Tammany HFH LA 53 $16,788 4.0 57.0
23 Evansville, HFH of IN 31 $102,500 24.4 554
24 Stark & Carroll Co. Inc., HFH of Greater OH 21 $133,557 31.8 52.8
25 Central Oklahoma HFH OK 46 $22,500 5.4 514

* Total Worldwide Sponsorship data represents the sum of an affiliate’s domestic house construction and international house
sponsorships. To determine an affiliate’s total international house sponsorships, their tithe contribution was divided by the average
international house cost. In FY08, the average international house cost was $4,200.
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PASCAGOULA, MISSISSIPPI, USA — A Collegiate Challenge team at work on a Habitat house. During the 2007-2008 Col-
legiate Challenge season, more than 14,300 students participated, donating more than $1.8 million to Habitat affiliates.

Program highlights

A Brush with Kindness

(800) 422-4828, ext. 3415
ABWK@habitat.org

A Brush with Kindness (ABWK), Habitat’s new exterior
home preservation program for U.S. affiliates, provides
painting, landscaping, weather-stripping and minor repairs
for homeowners in need. Thanks to the support of corpo-
rate partner Valspar, ABWK helps low-income homeown-
ers affected by age, disability and family circumstances who
struggle to maintain the exterior of their homes. A Brush
with Kindness serves as a companion to Habitat’s core
building program, enabling affiliates to serve more families,
increase opportunities for volunteers and expand Habitat’s
base of sponsors. Most significantly, ABWK is part of Habi-
tat’s broader community development strategy — a holistic
approach that assists entire communities. It revitalizes the
appearance of the neighborhood, strengthens connections
within the community, and helps preserve and create afford-
able housing stock.

A Brush with Kindness 2008 highlights

« InFYO08, 25 affiliates served 282 families through the
initial launch of ABWK.

+ At the end of 2008, Habitat for Humanity International
began rolling out a national campaign for Habitat affili-
ates to utilize ABWK.

Capacity Building
cb@habitat.org

The Capacity Building grant program is funded through
congressional appropriation with the purpose of increasing
the building capacity of Habitat’s U.S. affiliates. Such assis-
tance allows Habitat affiliates to increase their organizational
capacity and produce more affordable housing in partnership
with families in need. Funding is provided on a diminish-
ing basis over a period of three years so that the affiliate may
incrementally assume the cost of the program or positions
covered by the grants.

Capacity Building 2008 highlights

o 2008 funds were used to provide innovative training and
technical assistance programs to Habitat affiliates.

» Asalways, a portion of the Capacity Building funds was
designated to assist affiliates with the costs of creating
new, high-impact staff positions — such as hiring an
executive director or development director.

Cars for Homes™

(877) 277-4344
www.carsforhomes.org

Cars for Homes, HFHI’s U.S.-based vehicle donation pro-
gram, helps affiliates mobilize their communities to build
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affordable homes through collaborative promotions that raise
awareness of Habitat’s mission and generate unrestricted
revenues. Donors simply call the Cars for Homes toll-free
number or visit the Web site to donate cars, trucks, boats,
RVs, motorcycles, airplanes or other motorized vehicles —
running or not. Accepted vehicles are sold through wholesale
auctions, salvage yards and automotive recyclers. Net pro-
ceeds generated by Cars for Homes donations are disbursed
to Habitat for Humanity affiliates, based on the zip code of
the donor, as unrestricted funds to help build homes in part-
nership with local families in need.

Cars for Homes 2008 highlights

« Revenues received by affiliates surpassed $2 million for
FY08, for a total of $4 million since the program began.

o By the end of FY08, 867 affiliates had received funding
from Cars for Homes. East Bay HFH in Oakland, Calif.,
and Seattle/South King County (Wash.) became the first
two affiliates to receive more than $100,000 life-to-date
from Cars for Homes.

o In FY08, the first two donations were made to benefit
international programs, with U.S. supporters donating
vehicles to support HFH Armenia and HFH Egypt.

Construction Technologies

HFHT’s Construction Technologies department helps
international and U.S. affiliates build quality houses at the
lowest possible cost. The department specializes in providing
information and training on a variety of construction issues
and methods, building materials, energy-efficiency, healthy
indoor air quality, and house design and accessibility. The
Construction Technologies team also emphasized how affili-
ates could incorporate even more sustainable “green build-
ing” methods in 2008.

Construction Technologies 2008 highlights

o In 2008, the HFH Planbook was updated in order to
add an “Urban Appropriate Home Plans” section.

o Green building information, new house design examples
and the updated HFH Planbook were just a few of the
new resources made available to Habitat affiliates and
national organizations.

Disaster Response

disaster@habitat.org

In 2008, 354 disasters caused by natural hazards affected

214 million people worldwide and led to economic losses of
US$190 billion — double the dollar amount of annual losses
during the seven-year period from 2000 to 2007. People with
low incomes and substandard housing — those that Habitat
seeks to serve — are among the most vulnerable to the world’s
increasing incidence of conflicts and climate-related disasters.
Habitat’s disaster response programs are designed within a
framework of long-term recovery and sustainable develop-
ment, and are implemented with affected populations through
community-based disaster-response management of on-site
reconstruction programs. HFHT’s Disaster Response depart-
ment facilitates post-disaster shelter interventions, mitiga-
tion and preparedness initiatives, training and deployment

of skilled volunteers (Disaster Corps) and development of
partnerships to support disaster-response activities.

Disaster Response 2008 highlights

 Habitat for Humanity disaster-response projects that
began during 2008 include: China, Sichuan earthquake;
Haiti, Hurricanes Hanna, Ike and Gustav; Honduras,
October flooding; India, Bihar flooding; Indonesia,
Situbondo flooding; Myanmar, Cyclone Nargis; Nepal,
Saptakoshi flooding, Bhutanese refugee camp fire; U.S.
Gulf Coast, Hurricane Ike; U.S. Midwest, Mississippi
River flooding and tornadoes.

Gifts in Kind national partnerships
gik@habitat.org

HFHI has established agreements with many U.S. partners to
offer free products to affiliates. These partnerships are man-
aged through the Gifts in Kind (GIK) program and give U.S.
affiliates valuable access to resources — helping them build
more homes and serve more families.

Gifts in Kind 2008 highlights

» In 2008, HFHT’s GIK program managed partnerships
with: The Dow Chemical Company, Ferguson, Hunter
Douglas, Larson Manufacturing, Mobile Mini, Schneider
Electric (Square D), Tile Partners for Humanity, Valspar,
Whirlpool and Yale Residential.
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Global Faith Engagement

globalfaithengagement@habitat.org

As an ecumenical Christian ministry, Habitat’s relationships
with churches and other faith-based groups are a critical
component of Habitat’s work. The Church Relations program,
as a key element of the Global Faith Engagement department,
continued to provide both support and technical assistance
during FY08 to affiliates and churches worldwide. Through
Habitat for Humanity, supporters strive to make decent shelter
a matter of conscience and action. To accomplish this, Habitat
invites people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build
houses together in partnership with families in need.

Global Faith Engagement 2008 highlights

+ The 2008 Lent Build took place in Mexico, where nearly
200 volunteers helped to build more than 20 houses with
families in two locations near Mexico City.

o 2008 “Building on Faith” events: Each year, HFHI cel-
ebrates church partnerships through “Building on Faith”
campaigns that engage the faith community to serve
families as an expression of God’s love.

o The International Day of Prayer and Action for Human
Habitat was celebrated Sunday, Sept. 21, 2008, as a way
for all of Habitat’s supporters to come together in prayer
for those in need of shelter. Participation in conferences
and other interfaith efforts have continued to be a proven
and successful way to heal divided communities.

Global Village

HFHI Volunteer Mobilization department
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7530
gv@habitat.org/gv

Global Village trips give participants a unique opportunity
to become active partners with people of another culture.
These short-term service trips are designed to give commit-
ted volunteers the opportunity to observe and contribute to
Habitat’s work firsthand. Global Village team members work
alongside members of a host community, raising awareness
of the burden of poverty housing and building decent, afford-
able housing worldwide. Trips are scheduled year-round to
dozens of countries, and individuals can apply to join open
work teams. Each participant raises funds to cover their trip
costs and to make a donation to the host Habitat program.
Many countries rely greatly on the labor provided — and do-

nations raised — by Global Village team members. For more
information, visit www.habitat.org/gv.

Global Village 2008 highlights

o In FY08, the U.S.-based Global Village and Thrivent
Builds Worldwide programs sent 513 teams — made up
of more than 7,200 individuals — to 48 countries.

Overall, Global Village trip participants donated $3.4 million
in FY08 to Habitat for Humanity’s efforts around the world.

o A concerted effort was made to involve youth in the
Global Village program during FY08. A total of 24 youth
teams — including 373 participants — went on Global
Village youth trips to nine countries.

Government Relations and Advocacy

(202) 628-9171
HFHIAdvocacy@habitat.org

The purpose of HFHI's Office of Government Relations and
Advocacy (GRA) is to change and preserve public policy and
public programs, and to strengthen the advocacy capacity of
affiliated organizations, volunteers and supporters — all in an ef-
fort to further HFHT's mission. Building houses is only one way
Habitat can help provide simple, decent shelter for every person
in the world. Through advocacy, we can help bolster our re-
sources to do more — while also changing the systems, policies
and attitudes that lead to inadequate housing and homelessness.

Government Relations and Advocacy 2008 highlights

o Habitat celebrated the passage of the Housing and Eco-
nomic Recovery Act of 2008. Habitat supporters wrote
more than 22,000 letters to members of Congress in
support of the legislation. In June 2008, at the Habitat on
the Hill legislative and advocacy conference, advocates
from Habitat affiliates and HFHI met with 350 members
of Congress on this issue. The following month, Congress
passed the housing stimulus package with all Habitat-
supported provisions intact.

o HFHT’ list of online advocates grew to more than 52,000
in 2008, and the GRA office trained more than 1,200
HFHI and affiliated organization staff and volunteers in
advocacy-related issues.

o More than 160 Habitat affiliates, campus chapters,
national offices and volunteers took part in fundraising,
advocacy, builds and other events on World Habitat Day,
October 6, 2008.
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MY THO, VIETNAM — Thai Van Dung (left) thanks Global Village volunteer John Lorton for helping to build his new
Habitat house. More than 7,200 Global Village volunteers helped build alongside families in 48 countries in FY2008.

o Habitat’s 2008 Shelter Report, which focused on secure
tenure, was released in coordination with a policy forum
held in Washington, D.C.

Home Builders Blitz
homebuildersblitz@habitat.org

Home Builders Blitz is a partnership in the United States
between Habitat for Humanity and the building industry to
build Habitat homes across the nation. Home Builders Blitz
enables affiliates to increase their capacity by continuing
with regular production schedules while professional home
builders organize and execute a blitz build — doing what
they do best — mobilizing their subcontractors and sup-
pliers to completely build a house. National Home Builders
Blitzes have taken place in 2006 and 2008, but affiliates work
with their local homebuilder partners on an ongoing basis —
establishing relationships that strengthen affiliates’ work and
access to resources.

Home Builders Blitz 2008 highlights

 During the national Home Builders Blitz in May 2008, 110
Habitat affiliates partnered with professional builders to
complete 263 new homes across the United States — mak-

ing this Habitat’s largest single house-building event of 2008.

« Didiayer Snyder of ABC’s “Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition” served as the national celebrity spokesperson for
Home Builders Blitz 2008.

International Volunteer Program

HFHI Volunteer Mobilization department
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7530
volunteermobilization@habitat.org

From its beginning, Habitat for Humanity has relied on the
expertise, commitment and spirit of volunteers to fuel its
mission. With the International Volunteer Program (IVP),
talented supporters have an opportunity to join HFHI’s
global ministry and serve for an extended period at one of
Habitat’s international offices. These volunteers may work
at a Habitat affiliate, national office or area office to support
projects and programs in areas such as: administration, fi-
nance, communication, construction management, program
research, special events, resource development and training.
To learn more, visit www.habitat.org/ivp.

International Volunteer Program 2008 highlights

« The International Volunteer Program placed 41 vol-
unteers in the field in 2008: Eight served in the Africa/
Middle East region; four in Asia/Pacific; eight in Europe/
Central Asia; 21 in Latin America/Caribbean.

o Together, IVP volunteers contributed more than 28,740
hours of work in FY08.

National Service programs (U.S.)

www.habitat.org/americorps
americorps@habitat.org

National Service programs provide passionate, hard-working
AmeriCorps members the opportunity to assist U.S. affiliates
with capacity- and resource-building help — aiding Habi-
tat’s mission to eliminate substandard housing. The goal of
Habitat’s National Service program is to help local Habitat
affiliates operate more efficiently and effectively by maximiz-
ing existing volunteers, increasing capacity for new volunteers
and, most importantly, meeting the housing needs of com-
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munities by building more houses for low-income families.
AmeriCorps*National Direct and AmeriCorps*VISTA mem-
bers are placed to serve with Habitat affiliates.

National Service 2008 highlights

+ In the 2007-2008 program year, more than 500 Ameri-
Corps members at affiliates all over the United States
engaged approximately 200,000 community volunteers
and helped to build 1,500 houses.

o Combined, those volunteers provided an estimated 1.6 mil-
lion volunteer hours. The AmeriCorps members themselves
contributed 700,000 hours of service in local communities.

ReStores

In September 1992, the first Habitat for Humanity ReStore in
the United States opened its doors in Austin, Texas. At that
time, Habitat ReStores sold building materials only. Today,
with approximately 600 stores in three countries, and grow-
ing, Habitat ReStores sell everything from household items to
furniture to building materials. The ReStores are created by
local Habitat affiliates in order to provide additional funding to
support affiliates’ house-building mission. ReStores also help
serve a broader base of the community by providing low-cost
materials. In addition, ReStores help to divert construction and
household materials from landfills.

ReStore 2008 highlights

» The estimated gross revenue for all ReStores during
calendar year 2008 was $200 million. On average, three to
five new ReStores open each month.

o A plan was recently established to expand HFHI’s support
of Habitat ReStores — a working group of 10 affiliate Re-
store staff is now advising Habitat’s U.S. office. HFHI also
started a pilot program to train new ReStore managers.

RV Care-A-Vanners

HFHI Volunteer Mobilization department
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7534
rvinfodesk@habitat.org

The RV Care-A-Vanners program furthers HFHI’s mission by
assisting U.S. Habitat affiliates, who act as hosts, in accelerating
and/or supplementing their building programs. Affiliates can
sign up online to host RV Care-A-Vanners, who travel to the
host location and pay their own expenses. Since the program
began, RV Care-A-Vanners have helped build hundreds of Hab-
itat houses. They have been particularly helpful in post-disaster
rebuilding. For more information, visit www.habitat.org/rv.

RV Care-A-Vanners 2008 highlights

» RV Care-A-Vanners are about much more than building
houses. In 2008, many Care-A-Vanners continued to help
local Habitat affiliates raise awareness of poverty housing
and homelessness by speaking to churches, civic groups
and local media.

+ Asin years past, individual Care-A-Vanners often made
donations to their local Habitat affiliates, and some orga-
nized fundraising teams to sponsor entire houses.

Self-Help Homeownership
Opportunity Program (SHOP)

(800) 422-5913, ext. 7518
SHOP@habitat.org

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s
SHOP program encourages the development of housing —
using Habitat’s sweat equity model and community-building
efforts — by assisting with land acquisition and infrastruc-
ture development. HFHI applies for SHOP grants from
HUD. If awarded, HFHI then invites eligible affiliates to
apply for sub-grants. HFHI was awarded $13.25 million on
SHOP 2008 funds. SHOP also contributes to the economic
health of communities where Habitat builds. In the first three
quarters of calendar year 2008, affiliates spent $4.27 million
in infrastructure improvements, providing employment op-
portunities to local infrastructure service providers.

SHOP 2008 highlights

o From January to September 2008, HFHI transferred more
than $12.5 million in SHOP funds to affiliates for land
acquisition and infrastructure improvements.

+ Participating affiliates completed 1,154 SHOP-assisted
homes and leveraged $81.2 million. The average sales
price of SHOP-assisted homes was $95,170; the average
appraised value of SHOP-assisted homes was $139,555.

o 1,154 partner families benefitted from SHOP in the first
three quarters of 2008. Nine percent of those families had
earned 0-30 percent of the Area Median Income (AMI);
72 percent had earned 30-50 percent of the AMI; 19 per-
cent had earned 50-80 percent of the AMI.

Softwood Lumber

(800) 422-4828, ext. 2504
softwoodlumber@habitat.org
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BOB JACOB

AMERICUS, GEORGIA, USA — The interior of New Horizons HFH’s ReStore. More than 600 ReStores in three countries provide local Habitat
affiliates with extra funding to support their home-building mission. ReStores generated an estimated $200 million in gross revenue in 2008.

The Softwood Lumber program was launched in the United
States on Aug. 15, 2007. This program reimburses affiliates
for all qualifying Softwood Lumber products that are used
in the construction of a new or rehabilitated Habitat home.
Softwood Lumber continues to be one of HFHI's most fre-
quently requested programs.

Softwood Lumber 2008 highlights

« AsofDec. 31, 2008, the Softwood Lumber program had
730 participating affiliates.

+ By the same time, Softwood Lumber had funded 3,189
properties and dispersed more than $15 million dollars.

Thrivent Builds

HFHI Volunteer Mobilization department
(800) 236-3736

In 2005, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans announced a $125
million commitment to Habitat for Humanity International.
The resulting Thrivent Builds with Habitat for Humanity
partnership is a financial, volunteer and advocacy alliance. It
supports the Thrivent Builds Mobile and two housing con-
struction programs — Thrivent Builds Homes and Thrivent
Builds Worldwide — that help families achieve greater eco-
nomic independence. By the end of 2008, Thrivent Financial
had engaged nearly 115,000 of its members to help build
more than 1,500 Habitat houses worldwide. Learn more at
http://www.habitat.org/gv/thrivent/thrivent_build.aspx.

o Thrivent Builds Homes: A national program that joins
2.6 million Thrivent Financial members with Habitat for
Humanity volunteers, other Lutherans, their families and

their communities to build hundreds of homes annually
in the United States.

« Thrivent Builds Worldwide: A program of short-term
international and domestic working trips for individu-
als or groups to build Habitat houses in partnership with
families facing critical housing needs.

o Thrivent Builds Mobile: A mobile multimedia exhibit de-
signed to help Americans experience — if only for a few
minutes — what it means to live in substandard housing.
The Thrivent Builds Mobile travels the country each sum-
mer, advocating for others to support the work of local
Habitat affiliates and the Thrivent Builds with Habitat for
Humanity alliance.

Tithe program

HFHT’s Tithe program offers a way for Habitat affiliates to
serve families outside their area through donations. One
hundred percent of all tithe gifts travel to the destination
chosen by the affiliate donor — as long as the destination is
a place where Habitat is active. HFHTs Tithe department as-
sists in making sure donations travel to the specified country
or area, and can also help locate information on how dona-
tions are being used and how those donations are making
an impact. Affiliates can tithe to other international Habitat
programs, and countries can designate to other countries.

Tithe 2008 highlights

« InFY08, 1,451 U.S. affiliates contributed tithes to interna-
tional Habitat programs.

o $15.7 million in U.S. tithe donations in FY08 helped
more than 3,400 international partner families with af-
fordable housing solutions.
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ATLANTA, GEORGIA, USA — Ivory Latta, a star basketball player from the WNBA's Atlanta Dream, works to put siding on a Habitat
house as part of Atlanta HFH’s Women Build day. More than 1,400 Women Build houses have been built since the program began.

U.S. Volunteer Program

HFHI Volunteer Mobilization department
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7530
volunteermobilization@habitat.org

The U.S. Volunteer Program welcomes enthusiastic people to
donate their expertise to various projects at HFHT’s opera-
tional headquarters in Americus, Georgia. Opportunities

for volunteers at HFHI headquarters range from assisting
with maintenance work on various Habitat-owned buildings
to creative drafting assignments and program operations.
While some opportunities are great for gaining experience in
a nonprofit setting, others draw on the expertise of seasoned
professionals or retirees who have specific skills to donate. To
learn more, visit www.habitat.org/us_volunteer_program.

U.S. Volunteer Program 2008 highlights

« During FY08, a total of 47 volunteers served HFHI in the
United States.

« U.S. Volunteer Program volunteers contributed more
than 9,125 hours to HFHI’s work.

Women Build

(800) 422-4828, ext. 7519
womenbuild@habitat.org

The mission of HFHI’s Women Build department is to work
through affiliates to nurture, recruit and train women to
build simple, decent, healthy and affordable houses. Women
Build, underwritten by Lowe’s, helps Habitat boost its volun-
teer ranks — each year, tens of thousands of women partici-
pate in builds, trainings, fundraising events and advocacy
efforts. Through on-site clinics, leadership trainings and

on-site construction, Women Build crews gain the skills and
confidence needed to effectively contribute to Habitat’s mis-
sion. Women Builds take place in dozens of other countries,
as well, and the program seeks to direct financial assistance
to women-led projects worldwide.

Women Build 2008 highlights

o In 2008, Women Build celebrated its first decade as an
official HFHI program. More than 1,400 Women Builds
have been completed since 1998.

o Women Build launched the first annual National Women
Build Week in May 2008. More than 6,000 women vol-
unteers participated and Lowe’s donated 750,000 to 150
participating U.S. affiliates.

o In 2008, Women Build crews at 85 U.S. affiliates attended
a total of 313 “how-to” clinics hosted at 90 different Lowe’s
stores. Women Build’s advanced leadership training events
also continued in 2008, equipping more women to become
crew and house leaders for their Habitat affiliates.

Youth programs

HFHI Volunteer Mobilization department
(800) 422-4828, ext. 2412
youthprograms@habtiat.org

HFHTI’s youth programs seek to capture the imagination,
energy and hope of young people worldwide, ages 5 to 25, in
order to productively and responsibly involve them as leaders
in the work of Habitat. Topping off 2008’s youth programs,
more than 350 youth leaders participated in Habitat’s second
Youth Leadership Conference. The event, underwritten by
State Farm, took place Nov. 9-11, 2008, in St. Louis. State
Farm is the national corporate sponsor of Habitat for Hu-
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manity’s youth programs. For more information, visit www.
habitatyouthprograms.org.

Prominent youth programs and events include:
Act! Speak! Build! Week

(800) 422-4828, ext. 2412

youthprograms@habitat.org

Habitat’s international, student-initiated week of advocacy em-
powers young people to educate themselves and their commu-
nities, and move people to social action. In 2008, 250 groups
registered to particpate in Act! Speak! Build! Week: “Recognize
the Need, Advocate for Change” Those groups worked in
partnership with local affiliates to plan and host events that
focused on ending poverty housing. For more information,
visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org/actspeakbuild.

Campus Chapters
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7530
volunteermobilization@habitat.org

Campus chapters are student-led, student-initiated orga-
nizations on high school or college campuses that partner
with local Habitat affiliates to advocate, educate, build and
fundraise. In FY08, more than 500 campus chapters involved
more than 33,300 members. In addition, U.S. campus chap-
ters raised more than $3.9 million in FY08, donating $1.35
million to local affiliates. For more program information,
visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org/campuschapters.

Collegiate Challenge
(800) 422-4828, ext. 2215
colchal@habitat.org

Collegiate Challenge is a year-round alternative break
program that offers groups of students, 16 and older, the
opportunity to visit and build with one of 250 host affili-
ates throughout the United States. Students spend one week
working in partnership with the local affiliate, the local
community and partner families to help eliminate poverty
housing in the area. Since the program began in 1989, more
than 154,500 young people have participated in Collegiate
Challenge, contributing more than $14.5 million to Habitat
for Humanity. During the 2007-2008 Collegiate Challenge
season, more than 14,300 students participated, donating
more than $1.8 million to Habitat affiliates. For more infor-
mation, visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org/colchal.

Service-Learning Partnerships
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7530
volunteermobilization@habitat.org

HFHTI’s Volunteer Mobilization department provides service-
learning partnerships to get more youth involved. In FY08,
State Farm generously supported new service-learning initia-
tives that allowed local U.S. affiliates and schools in their area
to come together to help students learn in new, dynamic ways
as they make a difference for others. In the pilot year of this
project, four service-learning partnership grants were award-
ed. The projects involved more than 750 students, providing
over 2,000 service hours and raising more than $8,000. To get
more information, visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org.

Teacher and Youth Leader Resources
(800) 422-4828, ext. 7530
volunteermobilization@habitat.org

HFHTI’s Volunteer Mobilization department also provides proj-
ect plans, activity ideas and curriculum to educate youth about
poverty and Habitat’s mission, and to get more youth involved,
from all ages between 5 and 25. New youth leader resources in
2008 included a “Green Build” online tool and poster explaining
sustainable building; a “Doghouse” small-building project for
youth under the age of 16; and “Helping Hands for Humanity;”
a service-learning program designed for students of all ages —
challenging them to raise money for their local Habitat affiliate.
To view resources, visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org.

Youth United
(800) 422-4828, ext. 2412
youthunited@habitat.org

Youth United is an affiliate-driven U.S. program, developed
and supported by the Volunteer Mobilization department, in
which community youth come together to fund and build a
Habitat home. Youth ages 5 to 25 serve as the leaders, plan-
ners, fundraisers and public relations specialists, while youth
ages 16 to 25 build the house on-site. In FY08, 11 new Youth
United groups were created. Through these Youth United
groups, 14 new houses were built in FY08, engaging more
than 1,000 students. There are currently more than 80 Youth
United groups at work, and 97 new homes have been built
by these groups since the program began. For more informa-
tion, visit www.habitatyouthprograms.org/yu.
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